To put it directly, in the last section of his essay where Pro-fessor Lippit offers his &dquo;own understanding of the development of underdevelopment&dquo; in China, the author-with the innocence of a first kiss-discovers the gentry and Confucianism. Possibly
dogenous process experienced by the Chinese economy. Having acknowledged that total output expanded and that there is no evidence of any decline in per capita national product between 1400 and the early twentieth century, Lippit proceeds to define underdevelopment in relative terms. &dquo;The principal referent for underdevelopment then China, 1912 China, -1949 China, (1977 .
